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Ref: 201309_AXIV communication letter-M/DU 

  Date : September 2013 

 

To: All European Chemical Manufacturers and Distributors 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

As you know, more and more substances have been or will be identified as SVHC under REACH with a 

potential outcome to be selected for prioritization, and to ultimately end up on the REACH Annex XIV 

(authorisation list). Substances listed on Annex XIV cannot be used or placed on the market in Europe 

after the sunset date if no authorisation has been granted. 

This can impact the entire downstream supply chain using an Annex XIV substance.  

In this case, several options might be envisaged: 

- Phasing out of the substance 

- Looking for potential alternative 

- Submission of an application for authorization 

In order to avoid any market disruption, each actor of the supply chain should start to organise 

themselves and develop a strategy to pursue their activities. 

Any action will have some impact on your customers, suppliers, etc... Therefore communication within 

the supply chain remains very important.  

The purpose of this communication step is to encourage communication between manufacturers, 

importers, distributors, formulators and downstream users.  

 

Aerospace companies are interested in continued supply of some of those hazardous substances. 

 

An application for authorization can be made by every downstream user or by the manufacturer.  
However, within complex supply chains, application for authorisation by several end-users: 

- is impractical (due to insufficient experience or capacity to manage the process for SMEs), 

- only covers their immediate suppliers and not the whole supply chain 
 

Therefore, application by the manufacturer, importer or formulator seems to be the best option.  

A top-down approach, with strong support from end-users (since they have a strong knowledge on the 

alternatives and associated impacts), could be applied to cover several uses in a limited number of 

applications.  

By sending this letter, we would like to let you know that the European aerospace industry have an 

interest in substances listed on Annex XIV (1) and in the list of recommendations for inclusion in Annex 
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XIV (2). The Aerospace and Defence manufacturing industry is represented in Europe by ASD and the 

Airlines maintenance and repair industry by AEA. 

(1) http://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/addressing-chemicals-of-

concern/authorisation/recommendation-for-inclusion-in-the-authorisation-list/authorisation-list 

(2) http://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/addressing-chemicals-of-

concern/authorisation/recommendation-for-inclusion-in-the-authorisation-list 

 

If any Annex XIV substances are part of your portfolio, please contact the Aerospace industry and let us 

know if you supply the substances today. In return we will advise if there is a known potential Aerospace 

use. All correspondence will remain confidential between you and the Aerospace associations. 

For this purpose, we have set up a unique mailbox:  chemicals@asd-europe.org  

 

We remain at your disposal for more information and to establish further cooperation. 

Regards, 

 

On behalf of 

ASD and AEA REACH Working Groups 
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