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Brussels, 20 March 2025

Fecc acknowledges the consultation on the evaluation of the Cosmetic Products Regulation
(CPR) and welcomes the opportunity to provide input. As the leading voice for the European
chemical distribution sector, we represent companies that play a vital role in the supply chain of
cosmetic ingredients, ensuring compliance with regulatory requirements and maintaining high
standards of safety and sustainability.

We appreciate the Commission’s efforts to assess the fitness and effectiveness of the CPR and its
alignment with current scientific, regulatory, and market developments. Our feedback focuses on
regulatory consistency, supply chain challenges, administrative burdens, and sustainability
considerations.

In this consultation we would like to raise the following points:

Effectiveness of the Regulation in Ensuring Consumer Safety and Market Functioning
Fecc acknowledges that the CPR has successfully harmonized safety requirements for
cosmetics across the EU, creating a level playing field for industry participants. However, the
evolving regulatory landscape presents several challenges:

Ingredient Safety and Hazard Classification: The increasing number of substances
under regulatory scrutiny (e.g., endocrine disruptors, nanomaterials, fragrance
allergens) creates uncertainty for suppliers and manufacturers. Greater clarity on
scientific assessment methodologies and risk-based regulatory actions is needed to
ensure proportionate measures.
Generic Risk Approach (GRA) Implementation: The potential shift to a generic risk-
based restriction approach under CPR should consider the scientific assessment of
real exposure levels, rather than a hazard-based classification that may lead to
disproportionate bans on certain cosmetic ingredients.
International Regulatory Divergence: The EU's approach to cosmetic safety
assessments should align with global frameworks to avoid trade barriers and maintain
the competitiveness of European companies in international markets.

Regulatory Coherence and Burden on the Supply Chain
The chemical distribution sector faces increasing regulatory complexity due to overlapping
EU legislation. Fecc highlights the need for better coordination between CPR and other
chemical regulations, including:

REACH and CLP Regulation: Ensuring coherence in substance evaluation criteria to
prevent regulatory contradictions between REACH restrictions and CPR ingredient
approvals.
Digital Labelling and Transparency Requirements: While Fecc supports digital
labelling initiatives to improve consumer access to information, any new requirements
must be workable for SMEs and international suppliers. We advocate for a
harmonized digital labeling framework that avoids national fragmentation.

1.

2.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14433-Cosmetic-Products-Regulation-evaluation_en


2 3www.fecc.org

Supply Chain Compliance and Market Surveillance: Cosmetic distributors play a crucial
role in ensuring compliance with CPR provisions. However, inconsistencies in enforcement
across EU Member States create uncertainties for supply chain actors. 

We recommend:
Strengthening harmonized enforcement at the EU level.
Clearer guidance for distributors and importers regarding due diligence obligations.

Supporting Sustainability and Innovation in the Cosmetics Industry 
Fecc strongly supports the EU's Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability but emphasizes that
sustainability objectives must be aligned with regulatory feasibility and innovation
incentives:

Green Chemistry and Sustainable Ingredients: Any new requirements for cosmetic
ingredients should encourage innovation in biodegradable, bio-based, and circular
economy-compatible substances, rather than introduce overly restrictive bans that hinder
sustainable alternatives.
Refillable and Bulk Cosmetics Market Development: Fecc supports measures that
promote refillable packaging and sustainable product formats. However, regulatory
provisions must clarify how bulk sales comply with safety, labeling, and traceability
requirements.
Lifecycle Assessment of Ingredients: The Commission should consider a science-based
approach to evaluating the environmental impact of cosmetic ingredients, balancing safety
concerns with sustainability benefits.

Recommendations and Future Regulatory Improvements
Based on our industry’s experience, Fecc proposes the following recommendations to enhance
the efficiency, clarity, and sustainability of the CPR:

Regulatory Predictability: Ensure that future amendments to the CPR provide adequate
transition periods for businesses to adapt formulation, labeling, and compliance
processes.

1.

Risk-Based Ingredient Assessment: Maintain a scientific, exposure-based approach to
ingredient restrictions rather than hazard-based bans that may unnecessarily limit
formulation options.

2.

Harmonized Enforcement: Strengthen cooperation between national market surveillance
authorities to ensure uniform enforcement of CPR provisions across EU Member States.

3.

Digitalization Strategy: Develop a clear EU-wide framework for digital labeling that
integrates with existing market compliance tools, ensuring accessibility for SMEs and
importers.

4.

Sustainability Alignment: Encourage incentives for green chemistry innovations, and
ensure that new sustainability requirements under CPR are feasible and cost-effective for
distributors and SMEs.

5.

3.

4.
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Fecc appreciates the European Commission’s commitment to evaluating the effectiveness of
the Cosmetic Products Regulation and ensuring its alignment with emerging challenges and
sustainability objectives. We emphasize the need for a proportionate, risk-based approach
that balances consumer safety, regulatory coherence, and industry innovation.

We remain available to engage further in the consultation process and look forward to
contributing to a well-informed regulatory framework that supports the competitiveness of the
European cosmetics industry.

Contact 
Fecc, European Association of Chemical Distributors
EU Transparency Register with ID no. 0346440357-87 
Rue du Luxembourg 16b, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
T: +32 2 679 02 60

This document has been designed using the best knowledge currently available and is to be relied upon at the user’s own risk.
The information is provided in good faith and no representations or warranties are made with regards to the accuracy or
completeness, and no liability will be accepted for damages of any nature whatsoever resulting from the use or reliance on this
paper. This document does not necessarily represent the views of all member companies of Fecc.

To access the Fecc's response on EU Commission's website, please click here.
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