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Brussels, 5 August 2025

The European Association of Chemical Distributors (Fecc) welcomes the opportunity to provide
feedback on the European Commission’s initiative to amend Regulation (EU)_No 649/2012
concerning the export and import of hazardous chemicals.

As the voice of the European chemical distribution sector—representing a wide range of SMEs and
large enterprises—Fecc supports the overarching objectives of the Chemicals Strategy for
Sustainability and the pursuit of a toxic-free environment. We acknowledge the EU’s leadership
in promoting global chemical safety and regulatory convergence through instruments such as the
Rotterdam Convention. However, we would like to highlight several practical concerns and
considerations based on the proposed changes to Annex | and the initiative’s broader
implications.

1. Impacts on Supply Chain Planning and Formulation Activities

The addition of a significant number of new entries to Annex |—especially substances commonly
used in formulations, UV stabilisers, intermediates, and phthalates—raises concerns about
operational continuity for downstream users and distributors.

We encourage the Commission to:

¢ Clearly distinguish between pure substances and mixtures to avoid unintentional overreach.

e Consider transitional measures or grace periods for substances newly subject to prior informed
consent (PIC), especially where no immediate alternatives exist.

e Continue aligning with existing international conventions but also consider EU industry’s role
as a supplier of globally compliant formulations.

2. Unintended Consequences for SMEs and Trade
The initiative may disproportionately impact SMEs in the chemical distribution sector who lack in-
house regulatory departments and rely on publicly accessible guidance to remain compliant.
Increased reporting obligations, complex CN code requirements, and the need for export
notifications or explicit consent could deter legal trade, especially with developing countries that
may lack the capacity to engage with the PIC system.

We recommend that the Commission:

* Provide targeted outreach and training to SMEs on how to comply with the updated Annex |
requirements.

e Publish a user-friendly summary of changes alongside the legal text to ensure clarity and
uniform interpretation.

¢ Assess whether the growing complexity of Annex | could unintentionally disincentivize legal
trade in lower-risk uses.
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3. Consistency with EU Green Deal and Trade Objectives

While Fecc supports strong chemicals regulation, it is important to maintain consistency with
broader EU trade and industrial resilience goals. A blanket prohibition on exporting substances
banned for use in the EU may not always account for:

¢ Context-specific uses outside the EU (e.g., in closed systems, or under strict controls),

* The need to safeguard scientific and technical cooperation with trade partners, and

* The risk of supply chain disruptions, particularly in low- and middle-income countries reliant
on EU chemical technologies.

Fecc supports a case-by-case approach to export restrictions, ensuring that hazard classification is
considered alongside exposure, use context, and risk management capabilities in the receiving
country.

4. Call for Dialogue and Predictability

We welcome the Commission’s consultation-based approach and strongly encourage continued
early engagement with industry, particularly before the adoption of future delegated acts under
Regulation (EU) No 649/2012. Fecc stands ready to facilitate structured feedback loops and to share
expertise from our members operating across the entire EU chemical supply chain.

Fecc reiterates its support for a robust and internationally aligned hazardous chemicals framework
that protects health and the environment without undermining responsible trade. We urge the
Commission to strike a proportionate balance between precaution, enforceability, and market
functionality—especially for SMEs and distributors handling complex product portfolios.

We remain available for further discussion and collaboration.

To access the Fecc's response on EU Commission's website, please click here.

Contact

Fecc, European Association of Chemical Distributors
EU Transparency Register with ID no. 0346440357-87
Rue du Luxembourg 16b, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
T:+322 67902 60

This document has been designed using the best knowledge currently available and is to be relied upon at the user’s own risk.
The information is provided in good faith and no representations or warranties are made with regards to the accuracy or
completeness, and no liability will be accepted for damages of any nature whatsoever resulting from the use or reliance on this
paper. This document does not necessarily represent the views of all member companies of Fecc.


https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14685-Export-and-import-of-hazardous-chemicals/F3589122_en
https://www.fecc.org/chemical-distributor-wanted/

