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Brussels, 27 May 2026

The European Association of Chemical Distributors (Fecc) appreciates the opportunity to
provide input on the draft implementing arrangements for the Digital Product Passport (DPP)
Registry. Representing a sector characterized by a high proportion of SMEs and acting as a critical
bridge in complex industrial value chains, Fecc is committed to the success of the Ecodesign for
Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR).

As the DPP moves from a high-level concept to a centralised EU-controlled digital infrastructure,
it is vital that the Registry’s design reflects the practical realities of data flows. For distributors, who
manage vast product portfolios from diverse suppliers, the transition to real-time data circulation
must be handled with care to avoid the implicit shift of liability and administrative burden
downstream.

To ensure a balanced, realistic, and market-driven implementation, Fecc puts forward the
following considerations to enhance the workability and proportionality of the Registry:

Key Considerations for an Operational and Competitive DPP Registry

Ensuring Legal Certainty through Clear Role Attribution. It is essential to maintain a sharp
distinction between data originators (manufacturers) and data handlers (distributors)
within the digital system. To prevent "de facto" responsibilities from emerging through technical
design, the Registry should explicitly clarify that distributors are responsible for the faithful
transmission of information but bear no obligation to validate or guarantee the accuracy
of data generated by upstream actors. Aligning liability strictly with data ownership ensures that
the actor creating the information remains responsible for its integrity.

Guaranteeing Interoperability Across Complex Value Chains. Chemical industrial value
chains are highly interconnected, multi-tiered, and often non-linear systems that extend far
beyond simple, sequential supply chains. The Registry design must be capable of
accommodating these complex data flows and dynamic interactions across a broad network of
economic operators. We advocate for a single, harmonised EU-wide architecture to avoid
fragmented, sector-specific, or national silo solutions that would undermine the consistency of
the internal market.

Prioritizing Proportionality for SMEs and Distributors. For distributors managing thousands
of products with limited digital resources, compliance obligations must not impose
disproportionate costs. We propose a simplified authentication pathway anchored in
existing EU business identifiers, such as VAT or EORI numbers, provided free of charge. This
pathway should include automatic re-verification to eliminate recurring administrative
burdens for small operators whose identity is already subject to continuous public oversight.
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Fecc represents the European chemical distribution sector, a community primarily composed of
SMEs that serve as critical data intermediaries and enablers within the middle of complex industrial
value chains. As the Digital Product Passport (DPP) Registry transitions from a high-level concept to
a functional EU-controlled digital infrastructure, we believe that circularity and industrial
competitiveness must be pursued through an operationally workable framework that avoids the
implicit shift of liability or administrative burden downstream. Ensuring consistency across EU
policies—notably by aligning the Registry with existing REACH and CLP data flows—is essential to
achieving credible sustainability outcomes while maintaining the resilience and openness of the
internal market.

Fostering Resilience through a Federated System Architecture. To mitigate the risk of a
single point of failure, Fecc supports a genuine federated model where the Registry acts as a
coordination backbone. Economic operators should have the flexibility to designate DPP
service providers as primary authoritative hosts. In this framework, the Commission
Registry would store only unique identifiers and cryptographic hashes to ensure data integrity,
allowing for pre-registration of identifiers to support offline-capable industrial workflows.

Governing Value Chain Updates via Scoped Delegation. To ensure secure data updates by
downstream actors (such as recyclers), the Registry should implement a scoped delegation
model. Access to update specific fields should be granted via an explicit, revocable delegation
by the original economic operator, supported by an immutable audit trail to ensure full
accountability and traceability across the data lifecycle.

Adopting Bottom-Up Governance and Avoiding "Double-Reporting". Applying the "Better
Regulation" principle is essential to prevent industrial bottlenecks. The semantic repository
must be open to formal industry contributions through a transparent review process. Critically,
the Commission must prioritize the reuse of existing mature schemas, such as those
operational under REACH, CLP, and Safety Data Sheets (SDS), to avoid costly and redundant
parallel reporting systems.

Ensuring Technical Flexibility and System Readiness. Mandating the total restructuring of
internal ERP systems to match a new schema would be operationally unworkable. Instead, we
advocate for semantic compatibility via machine-readable mapping and versioning at the
DPP document level rather than the attribute level. Furthermore, mandatory implementation
should only commence once the technical framework has been sufficiently tested under real
market conditions to ensure stability and usability across the entire value chain.

Aligning with Global Developments to Maintain Competitiveness. The EU framework must
avoid creating parallel systems that increase friction for globally active value chains. The
Commission should closely monitor international traceability developments to ensure the DPP
is scalable and usable for exporters, ensuring that Europe remains an attractive and
competitive place to invest and operate



2 4www.fecc.org

Fecc remains committed to constructive engagement with the European Commission to address
the technical and regulatory challenges of moving toward real-time product data circulation. The
transition to a digital circular economy requires practical, inclusive, and value chain–wide solutions,
particularly regarding simplified authentication pathways for smaller operators and a federated
system architecture that reflects industrial realities. We stand ready to contribute to a framework
that fosters innovation and competitiveness, ensuring that Europe’s sustainability targets are
achieved through a system that is both technically robust and market-driven.

To access the Fecc's response on EU Commission's website, please click here.
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